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A Decade of 
Progress

In 2020, 2.4% of 94,032 children tested had blood lead levels of >5.0 ug/dL and 378 (0.4%) with >10.0 ug/dL.



Elevated 
>5.0 ug/dL

Detected 
>1.0 ug/dL

Specimens 
Tested

Michigan 4.5% 78% 10,681

US 1.9% 50% 1,140,188

Quest Diagnostics tested only 5.3% of what Michigan Department of 

Public Health reported (annualized).   Thus, the Michigan Department of 

Public Health data is the best representation of children’s exposure to

lead.  Specimens referred to Quest Diagnostics may represent selection

Bias with a higher proportion of specimens referred for confirmatory

Testing.

The study showed with a much lower detection limit, that half of all US 

children had detectable blood lead levels and just over three in every four 

children <6 years of age in Michigan.



Missed 
Testing 
During 
COVID-19 
Pandemic

In 2020, 94,032 Michigan children under age 6 years of age received a 
blood lead screening test, a 34% decrease compared to the 143,221 children 
tested in 2019. 



Working 
Together to 
Protect Our 
Children

Collaboration and Coordination

• Community testing (new (October 2021) CDC limit lowered to 
3.5 ug/dL)

• Remediation of homes

• Removal of lead service lines


